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Introduction 

Ac^ so u wUf fW decode dm decode^ a omdy screaca of 
froveledxMiditttJKS eo]Mn<he ranksofcounrkseodwn cotoke up re^deivy 
in tbrif cou&fiy'sdomiajoni abeood. Inatn^ ways tbrif penonat motives were 
similar V^etbet if was to make money^ to 6c^ excitaaenc, fo improve tittir 
sacua, Of tomaincaie ftnuiy cradioon^colosuah loumJ themselves on loumeys 
fo voeUda veiy difl^nt tken vhaf they knev Usually by sfaaaabip^ tittir 
fraDSioon from e land cf tha familiar fo a land full ol" new <^>e>rk aif hts^ aikl 
smeUa was aoee than a mea ffip^ a eia of poaai^ 

Ic was undoubredl^ e saem^us but highly intesestin^ life Numancally 
lew on fitt ground^ lamiliea in fbe British eealm^ lor eiample^ often 

assumed great eespoosibiliuas and admin&eered vase cemtoriea. Although tb^ 
work was demac^ing^ difEcuU^ and ai oaes dangerous, many colonials were 
fittugbf to te living lives of leisure — t^iog waitoJ on by servants, sferkh 
ing time in posh dubo. ertemliog lormal balk, and so kath <de Oro, 199^ 
genarally occupioJ large bungalows oe compourkk and commonly 
employed numerous servants ro run the l^usehoid The colonak. especially 
wives With 00 official work ^ peas ibiy no cbjUsen ai Ittme^aodonly ascaffofae^ 
vanes witb whom co interact^ aigbc luve felt very isolacaJ By titt very fa:c thee 
fitt coknals wese ty deAnioon a ruling ehre^ che naiure cf ralations teeween 
fitt colorusls and the (ccal population ware ofreo cesemonial a^ prescribed 
Assuredly^ some assimiUfed to local ways ofble and even intertnsrried with fbe 
native people <de Csso» 1 996X Some learned to speak local languages and might 
have intesacced exetusively weh the native ccenmuoicy for waeks or aontbs at a 
fintt For the most past, however^ the colonials maiofair^ fbeir discaoce, ioce^ 
acting only as needed and oleeo io an objective and disassociated manner 

In tt^ early 1 920s^ a new generetion of breigoets t^gao ro aove coco tbe 
scene lor whoa sufiag passively oo tbe bungalow veraikkoheervmg tbe local 
culture goiog by was oo longer aufBcienc Foe pioneering aotbsopologisrs such 
as Margaret Mead^ Frans Boas^ BsoasUw Malinowski and Buth Beoedicc^ it 
was imporeant fo step dowo the colonial veraikfa fo live and beaeo directly 
ft^ tbe native people lO an eflort to dea:nt< and to uoderstand anofber way 





ijf life ft<dL the A^fve pcuu ^ vmv U vai impcft^su lor riMm to put asvde 
eittir <m> pfftkuminad aysttmi and noeioai ^ the worU, )f 

CAly briefly^ "eo geiip tbe aaiive'a poiM ^ view, his reiJciMi co bf&, eo rcaliaa 
his yaioc o( hii vM(d* (Malioovski, 1922). They sought to dee^eiba ii^eerac^ 
eiooi vjthjA social saniafs^ fbe outcome of tbm locaractiooe bo% tht 
Mtm poopte UAdmtood vhai they vm Joio^ and <he meaciin^ tha ij^ttrac* 
tiocs NkI lor them Whether dMii^ 6ddwork m PolyMU or Melaj>esa, aba 
CaA^ian Aam jibAia or the JapaAes aechipela^^ ehese pxoAeeticig Khcthtx 
were diAmnt; they were somehow monvareJ to waAt to get off tbe vewerable 
vmAda aAd to leaen diro:rly W)tb and from the ruves. 

Ccrtsaiei loe e rrwtkewJeduaooci saJ «iafaftcmcb<Lcy coday Etecerw deciles 
have M) unprocedemed growih m the Mffibof ofU^ scudeoce etudyiAg abroMj 
Ibr ac^emic <ralu aAJ an esqacaion of tbe Seld tn st^b a way as to allow ann 
deoe to sttaJy vjAualiy aAysub^t a^y paeccf titt workiaikJ Iceaoy leogtbc/ 
tif^. As are wekom comioi^ua groard) aikl dmlopmeoc of edtntkn abrcwl^ 
oue chaUeoge ariU be topee^eve our AiodaAieAtaJ Auearcn coeogage acudems to 
meaoifigAil ioreliectual aod mtaeculruraj ex ^^f ieftfee witboui tilLAg oe> a 
cotoai diraurae thai ts ccAcemed with aluism aiul coeuuAiptkA Tb be aura, 
tb^ pecAasKA e isAg ufueleouAg prmuee to^cmwodate lAcreaeAg demeoJ 
Ibr &AoJiar aAieoinea aod aodero conveAieMea PrcrridAg peograAmAg thee 
eespOAis tosti^ent aoJ irkhistry desaAls iMuaer ahcaild oot be at the aapme 
ol aUowicig arudeora to remeio Wfthn the corntbreeble eoviioas cf the veraoda 
while oboefViAg titfir Iwt commuruty a aikl uArhallecigjfig dietSAce 
UrkkrataiuJAg the oaturad^today'a ati^kACia awAtjal ifwe era to eecogruaewhee 
pre^rwa tlum ffottt aAd arhaemotiwea them towaoc coaiep off d>e um>d^ 

Thu article anil seek to reeiamioe the sctkleAt eiperieAce ia education 
abroad today by employiog aA analogy denveJ apw^okAial paradigm^ 
thuadeacrib)Ag coAteenporary acudeota aseWata/sTeuWa Moreover^ tbe emnt 
to arhech the proteaaiOAofeducatJOAebroad ^c^nplicit la devdopiAgend per* 
petuating e ftJmnJ tptm wdl te dAffionacrated lasuet involved tn tbe degree 
to arhich sttfdentr are motivated toward pursuiag meenjAghil intetcuiturai 
leeming eivd engagervieat will be preseated e^ discursed m the conteii <£ 
arorkiAg eHecuveiy aochcoloeunl etude ntL 

Th» <oloAlnl Studwnt 

WkhiA higher ed or at too today^ it her become <ocnA>OAplace to ftftt to 

oursrudeats as custom ees Irscomingacudence want personal at ten tioA»aieem leas 
adrvoAistrative system, sp^ialiaed hcai&iAg aikJ Ibod service epcione^ easy accers 
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fo Ae loc^nwc, it^ &vn tethfoms, mkrovgve Aeu tooM, aiuJ inww 
couQM(id{ supfotc, c& AdM ]UM i few amcAiufi and wvKda. Aj comoa'M, 
dtfy MAt ccp-MKh Mcmiond dMllar<Ud&M, tfkl wha£ wm tiltf 

ctfwkcndAd rrhfy ^ r^ couqmIoa^ advcm, taculc); di>J ada^fudcfatcfs Noc 
MpoddiAf thcM bj()wkvFl aipandiiOAS <dA hm sanoui cons«:(U0>c«s fee 
M iaitifUfiOA^ AC<dbt^ ia anas o( mcAhtm mafu^^^macic^ 

MudFAt tttMtM, mooMS mafu^j^macic, dihkcpcs^ alumni acc 

Edt^aaoA abMd has im t<afi immum to fitt parvasivt coAMimansm 
mdfMilxcy wfi in U & highFf tdoc^tiM Vkhcdic iMicanon, snklanca Cdnd 
<hair pdMOlaft ckmanding Tamilaf and modm con-* 

venkneas vhda abto^ aad saanungly vxth cocal co how <uifufai 

norms or (euiMity Educwioci abfo^ is rcspofkiicix co tbm ataiciaf , yac 
troubling nav <halkngaa Fo< mmpia, adiKwioci abao^ paegrams ara rapklly 
astpanding araJamk olfaifigs abao^, making it pcasibla fot atudane ro taka 
couraaa oAmd vuhin avaotha mow apac^iiad ofdisaiplinas Saudanc^conv 
modatioo 6 similarly divmiiying^ now oA^ing lu^ryapaAffiane in addition 
to tha oorm ^ living with local bow fimdiaa or in wiaknt rawdanca balla. Aa 
intaraw inftill^^aar iffimarwonpaegrama waoa, aducaaion abroad is ra&pM:a>ding 
by o&riog atctactiva topic^iaotad pograma^ usually waaks oa Ins in 
duaaiion and oAan undaf tba rucalagaofa protnsof from titt home insotution 
OtE, 200)>. Inda^^ tha typtcal wudarw is noticeably changieg a^ t^ausa of 
(hid ic is mtfa challenging to soacain a reasonaUa balam batwaao nwung 
acudaoas' axpactationa and induwry standards on tha one haikl and oSsring 
aftoadabi a programs that activdy and creatively aogagastudmtt inmaaninghil 
intaUeccaal and irweacultufal laaming on thaoti>ac 

Noc surprisingly^ a distinct type of aducatioo abao^ student appears co be 
amatging withio this dyoamk aevironmacic This pao61e« tha cr/naa/ sfuJe^, 
typidas tha VS. uruvarsicy student vbo really waots to be abroad and raltt 
Ail( ^vantage of all tha benefits wudyiog cAers^ but a noc necewnrily 

op^ to €(patiencicig tba leas desiraUa side baiog tttfte Tha colorual sn^ 
dent casts awriking likeness with the early cdcnal taavelees, who also moved 
across bordets within tha confirms of a political and buseaucaatic system of 
astabliahad paococols and ^ec tiers Colonal wiaknts yearn to be abroad^ to 
travel to workis diflmnt from dieir own^ to 6nJ ercitemaot^ to sea new worw 
ders and to luva aKperiertfasofalidstime. TTiey want to gam new perspectives 
on wtfld aAajes, develop practical skilb aikl buitd tbair resumes fiit potential 
career enhancemeru^ all tba while mivieg fisU aewiamk credit. Lilwchiidreo 
of tba empire, colorual srudents have a sense ^ entickmanc^ as if tba world is 





kt i( doc fed itd ca^injt N«v<u(cure m isi joic 

ttd iMx way i& new ccfMkoiitdtM<wtf^, purcluied owned. 

Inkeepn^ with netionel ireoiK coional scudeoisa/e mote likely <oeti^y 
Bn^lisb^laf^oe^ pfo^remi in W«eefn Bueope, Aoitfelie of New 
Zeilend Aj ibne eoKUcic& ere le&s apt co peebcipete )n loe^r o( hJ) ^maef* 
1100 proj^rams, fbey aeiJcim klenciff with of teel eaeoee ^ belonging to their 
ho&f commofuty Alchou^ they nuy beve t«en initially Jrewo co a pwre ictder 
ixiUfmiM) wheo chooain^ where to atudy the pi a re <ontea eo br^ly serve 
ea a borne base ffoen which anidene make fre^ueoc sightseeing tbreya into 
otbef parte of the coontey oe region. Raihet then immetse themaelvea into cbe 
boat commuoity to tbe exceot pMsesible, they ensbe^e the peivilegee afforded 
to them ea shon-teem gue&ts Learning titt Uxel langua^, developing mean- 
inghil eeUtioeialups vxthio rheeomnsnnityor e^keing the um^ueMS of tbe 
host euiture ell bwxene eeUtively leas impotceot QJoiuel attfdents ere leas 
intemced in liviog witb local host lansiliea^ ohooung rather to stay in shared 
Raiments with other sttklents Soae are willing to Lve with local families 
bat only if ei least one other sosdenr a placed in the l^me. Colonial acudents 
have sooey end do ooc nund spending ic^ as (ong as they can carry the bon^« 
grown "bubble'' of tittir Ufttofit around with them 

Colonial scudenrs are interested in aocialiting With their Iccal peers; how* 
ever^ tMe intet^tions ere typically on d>eit own terms and mostly 
the students ere ill ec(Uipped with tlw socal skills necessary to break away and 
relationships withio the beat culture. Oblivious todiHering cultural pat* 
teens ol aocialieecion or faced with language barriers too trying to overcome^ 
colonal stieknts theaaelves falling b^k on the relative ease and security 
of the "student bubble." As a result, srudentseresose bkely to develop frieikW 
ships wuhin their student cohort. Those that do develop frierklships within 
the community often do so through engirveered social expetiences^ such as 
the Spuniah /Mrees^. the Italian SfdiM CaMritfe/ew^ conversation euhange 
yurtnerships^ePal programs, honvestay experiences^ etc 

Colonial students are in the same way likely to stay close to home base 
when it comes rot heir academic choices Although educacion abroad programs 
are expanding entollment poasibdicies. most notably by developing strategic 
yurtnerships with various local irsstitutions. cotonial students are drawn p<K 
marity to ebsses that are taught in English and usually oflered exclusively 
lot US studeots abroad The cultuse of these coufios 6 aoee familnr to 
tlwa. with US^cyle inffsoonaiy gradings discuasion^ased ebsses anJ with 
conteot cailoroJ Ibe an American aieJience.TUtjng courses on a pu/fail basis 6 
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ici popubruy vx<h <oloo)ii ikknts XHma AMCt opaotti 

j> <bis«s vub iocAi m cAr^« or vhto they w ceetrel to 

the <utrKoluffi« <olooiii MoJerwt tet>d to group cheMdw wurvd pMktikr 
coutM taught by pfol»oc& that are reputably "AAWMaA fMAdJy" 

Alt all, <otoial atudeAcr are <omibrtably actuated ot> titt veorrable 
verar>da, although with ar> obatructed viev of the hJ) pMent^al that an educ^ 
troo abro^ experieoce preseoe. Tf^ <oloojal atuderw dort hir/her expetim^ 
iskf ft<aL the veranda aad veoturet away orUy otcaiumally^ aad then only isito 
well<haried territory Rather thandevehy ing stdl moreruUural^tieitter aikl 
programnuj^g chat target only the more ready ar>d enthuaiastrc atudentr^effsc^ 
tively luring <oloruat atudentr off rhe veranJa wilt re^ture thee the education 
abroad eipenetKe cepeure vhetever ti waa tittt Mtivaeed c^ early echnog* 
raptm co want to acep dowo from the veranJa and to eogage in aear)inghii 
ways with the Iccal oilcure. The educacicr) abroad held will need to diacover 
what moavater acudeota to want to step outaide ^ thexf comfort rooer xn apxte 
of perceptioor <d tiak. What makea education aheoad a truly craAafbfmaMve 
experience lor theae atuderva will be Eourvd in tittir abilicy and willingrveat to 
engage the unkrwiwn and tor irwetryMonal educetoea to ramaxn aaecpually open 
and receptive to mw learning pudagogier. 

fhe CeloAlal Syatwm 

higher education xr concerowJ vxth preparing ttudenca to bw:ome 
produrtive citirena of a dynamic^ ever-dunging world Aa eduoatora^ our role 
It to invigorate attfdentt to higher expectatioar of themaelver to chat titty 
attume the role of accxve teefcer of oew krwwledge aod experiertte Scudeota 
who are not tuAciently irupxred or challengwJ to achieve aueem may orUy 
pwraively abtorb tittt vhxd) xt preteoted to chem Their viewoftelf-cor^ence 
It that xt an ter not removiog hurdler rudi at grwling^ buc by krvowxng 

titty can juny over these hurdler The challenge co educatcet ir todecemrioa 
what knowledge thcaild be taught^ whai ccpetience it n%otc deeded^ and how 
to prepare tci^oea to be open and receptive to new kearo I ng Providing mearw 
I nglxil^ educative leamng opporcurutier ir AeAmckmeotal premise chat we^aa 
educaiotr, must exalt acd upon which ouf latototiont must ttand. 

In developiog and delivering educatioo abtowj programs^ we fsce an on-* 
goiog struggle CO balaoce our ywralM roler at coascientiout educatcet and 
competent wiministtaioer At adminwtraioea, we are ceotrally xnvolvwJ in 
ail atpwcrt of program derign^ devetopnttot^ implemeotaiion and evaluation 
We are r erponaible for developing hjgh quality programt that are flexible and 





mporam CO student wbd6 dio toioiicis <hdc cb^ m dppcdifi^^ agc<s^ 

dbk^ ai>d ^aJ^Aucdly chill As edi^tccs, we m comAucud 

(0 education tod inmaikufal kn/oing work tifeiwly to 

pfovkU menfun^lxil ai>d odocuive etpofiencea lor our attfdemt Tbe pmence 
of rbe colooial student rneotdic^ mast rveithar dfisupc thjs bdance ooc 
ua down a m which we complxcicy o< unwitting wd in aha crenaion of a 
py^ftB — ao educatioci irdMCfuccure eaaentialiy perpe ru- 

atn a irhiiff tManowiog from John Urry's ppacffiodem norioci of 

the Nouriaejaar" <Urfy, 2002). 

HtttoAcaliy t praccica of colooiil^aa involved the traoafar <£ to 
new tetntofiea where they bml fee extended pefioda of time whik majntajning 
aile^iance to home cooncry <Memmi^ 1 9d5L If aa analogy coaid choa be 
drawo With education abovl, a coknttl fpttih mi^t be denbed as titt lafr^ 
acfuctufe which auppom the privileged pneiMon of the arudeat over titt l or e! 
If we ase Aetely tranapeeing to ferai^n aoda an Americaa babble <d higher 
edcMMon coaoefned mc6tly with wreeaa^ coosompcion, aikl peraoaal gajn^ we 
may be doiag luck rr^ee chan eetabiuhing a colomai^Uke pee&ence in whet 
appears to be our *courwry"a domiruone abroad * Coaaidet three key areas of 
ejection abro^ pro^ammirtf wbete such a aysrem appears to have alte^y 
be^otoucdbld; program devalopAenr^ acudenc services^ and comiaunicy est^ 
^ratioa. 

Vith anticipeaed growth la US educaaion aheoad^ overseas peo^ram 
development a occurring at a ata^^iog race Haay new a^l ceigioal iniu^ 
tives are bein( poesued by dsird perty or con&orauffi^ba&ed orgaajaetiom and 
insticotions are developing shoet^cerm^ E^uity^ied p eo ^ams as well as 
their own vtody cecuera with the aaticipetion of earoUin( eiaemal attakrus 
Partftff lasMtkuioos abroad are siailarly offirrin^ new peogcams designed lor 
ahoet^cerm^ educacicn abrowl scudeoca and doubling theit rerruicmerw eAorts 
With so many new aial exciting lOJtiacivea beiog launched^ why a the 6eld 
**iii tefoddled with issues of icuesculttml irwegration^ Topics covered etaosc 
eJticaaion oonkrervea inevitably include to aome degree discussions of 

^Icoral lAmerston, hose community incegtation^ nooona of recipeocicy and 
titt lisc goes on TTtt inherent itony ia siApk. we buitd edocation abroad peo* 
grams based primarily on U S. arudent demand and then aecondirily concesn 
ourselves with fisuea of interculttuai iruegration Foe exarnpk^ our scudeota 
ol^n Aral themselves on empty campuses the U S. academic calecdar 

takes peecedem in daaignjng new programs Because cf atodent demand lor 
shared epaAmeors^ s^etimes up co 6ve U S. studerus are pormined to bve 
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fogniMr Of, MOfkdfs aft housad m ifumatiofui s<udffu<f)ly dofmuoriaa 
<hat aft ftoc subjacc cc tba sama curiaws of (ulaa as local studadc ftsidaocas 
Acttlaa^c acbadulaa wnatiffift avoid Foday daaa maatiogs fo aliov aoklaciaa 
< hwa d ay ttMl veaLaf>da. EaaantiaJly whao dasi^ojnj pf c ^ams with wh 
8axibili<y wa aft aasaaca building a coional compouAd aisd Mjt<fttaiy 
otif amdaocacA thavataAd^Oftca cbay'ftccanloftablyaatclad, waaaam 
parplavad aa to vby aft not a e> gaging mm wicbjo tltt local comffiuojcy 

Saufknt aafvkaa that locua on colt uaal afigagaaane vhIua aducatiCA afwi^ 
pfog ramming rak^ cnan^ Ibms and aft cdtan aa aotofabla as tbay ara bac^^ 
cal Cftaiiva ptogrammiog fmy vary wall jum^ataft tha caltucal inftgratiofi 
chalianga ol" maating l or a^ people Hoaftvaf, aoA>a acaikb/d appro^haa towaad 
providing arudam aarvxcas thiy accuaUy work coantat co oaa das^aad chiatrivas 
For avampia^ most programs now tagulaaly cooduct pra-dapaacura aAd/br ctw 
aift wakowa oaiantatioci aaaaioos AJtl^ugh thaaa aaasioos taka man^ Ibams^ 
meat aft dasigiud to paovxda a paograffi ovarviaw and introdoft anidacias to 
tha local commuo^ty Inevitably this isalsoa ciffiatbr coAvauoity building and 
aoMlactt tMDoding w^tbm thacotiAnaa <i tha paogtam Wb))a chata ara canainiy 
many daa^tabia ootconvas of clua^ tha emtion of a ttudane cohoac or ttudane 
bubbla makes ie asccaptiooally difEculc (cf avan tt^ meat dararmioad studane 
to later stap otitsida its boundanaa without social raparcusaioos , Oriancatiofi 
aaasiOAS that modal appropriata local c^monicy aAgagemaot aaaly on cnay 
lilttly ba batter aarviog ira scudanta^ ccanmumty building within tha 

acudacit occurs naturally throughout rhacouasa of cha progtam 

Ib ancouftga l or al intagration, st talent aacviceprctfassiooali develop aJIu^ 
mg and creative student accivitiaa; however^ to agteat asttent these axpanar^as 
may ba socially aoginaaftd or conmvad For aaampla^ ftcruuing <lftquefuly lor 
pwy) l or al ftsidants as tonversatioci pert oats may aoplify laaliogt of awkward^ 
ness the ttudenrs have toward intet^ting socially oo d>eit owo aid iaplicitly 
parpetuata tha notioo that tha local culrura can be socially manipulated or 
commoJitiaad fee rheir peivilega Seamingly a pMSSitiva service, responding to 
scudaot densaod to expand in^housa cemputar Exilities likely enrufts that tha 
scudaots maiotain close peoxiffiity to tha scudaot bubbla and is actually coon- 
tet-intiutive givao the lOCftaring availability of wireless facilities and Inra^ 
net ca&s lo meat locations wlvra students study. Thjs^ in cum, leatats elosar 
contact With honve aod hirt Ivr locseasas tha sense of isotaiion £rom tt^ Irat 
culture. Hoeeover, when thara are study centers available for students, titfsa 
ficilitias are locraaringly df^limirs to tha local student population oat <£ con-* 
cam Sot priv^y and security. Tha massage baiog commueucatad co the Iwt 
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commufuff is., as si fh« soy oatsick ol" <ompoui>d Alt will 

b« pAMiui SiSd Sil^. 

N^c. pfoviding OAADin^lui comouAic^ mtAgoaon ii vtry^on asfUAd 
cb|KCiVA cf AducuiOA abfo^ pfogrAffimifif Dd^wing oa this ubi^tm is 
iACMSiAfiy Jil&ulc AS pfog^xffitrasig ieuffi aaJ scixikrw ^fiVK 

titi ffisf ^foaliy shi^U cf vxd^n cbe bulfe scoe nf scuikcti <CMXCt with tbA 
httf colcoM. Pc^^XAA^k^ boo^scA^ pE^m^fits Mofon iAoJed as t mocki of 
AuttMoc cuifuisl contact Acd iAimAnioo. Vhot a frw^uACifly ooc BAoaoi>Ad 
ii At ckvtlofMOg fool (AspKisIiy W^ttm Easopo) fowsid plo^ng cwo or 
moo sfudtfors vxfh ooa £iAdy Doing so pMOt^Aliy fosors thA tbrnufioci of 
A *shA4ow culcuo" or third cmIcoo vxfhui fitt bomASoy (Gcrorv, 2002L SAd 
fhiis IxiohAf rncApAulAto thr sftnksvts £rom<ulcufAl coacacc thii ttighx ofitff* 
W6A sbskr tbrm teyood thrir com&Kf soors it much rbe SAme way. birmg 
l oT At scudmcs to work AS Midroc Assi5CAfws<IL^s) in scudmt ApoffmAOfsmAy 
do vtry litrk if thr dormosju U S.^ En^isIwsprAking <ultuo ovrrwhrlms tbo 
otbrrviAA good m too c tons of tbo R A ^ thus AduAvmg bfck mM thAO hAvmg 
AA lO^hOUAA. <ldtUOj irdOTMOC 

IrvorpoTAnog studrnf bold mps e SAOtlvr sdmirAbk Afompt si moouk 
fuml inografiOA but All too ol^n dcos urry luck to fottet oocumB of rociproc* 
icy With thr UxaI <ommunsfy Pwld cnp ao dsifting lurthrr Ami &iobrr AWAy 
ft^ titt mAUi counst drst^OiiupnA to imludo sort rtmoo aid rvocic IocaIas^ 
porportAdly c&nng mM "AUthrm tc"" AXAmpks of tbo mduioAAJ <idtuo. Ai>d 
vhik chti ii cAtCAioty AigutUr. thro AdvrntaAoas fbcAys OAy ACtuAlIy difior 
Ilf rk 01 thr ao^ Briog guxdrd m imui to a mijor touiwf doM lOAf lon or soppmg 
down trom An Air-coodiaoord bos co w a quAint^ mrdwvAl viilAgr rtSAiits 
**|11 vory much Avoyrunsnc. £omrdAipofkncA with limuAd or no mAAOinglU 
iiicrrcultuol ruhtngA.IlsASCudAnts am tAiog coldwlMriogo^ how long to go 
ibr^ whoTA to w, bow long to visit thA toikt. And so on. Tlw <oni>rceion with f be 
cuItuM somAjru dltorAd through songkASAS And a CAmAfA viAwfimkt 

As incBtossionAl oducAttfs. cm ar^cnsibiliDAS be oot only lO providmg 
tt^ highrst quAliry pr^rAmnung our scudeoe^ buc Ako in uidrrstAidoig 
tbA impw^t cur pWAm hts wichoi cut bcwf commuAifiu. Ib ignoM thA Imw 
dsmmtAl pniupk tluf wr ata otpsilly imUbruJ to And rtbsnt cn cur Ittf ccnv 
monjuAB icf SAAliAing Ax gocls of our progmmming would br to undAtmioe 
our toBk Aiptroticns to ASKOuragA tMAingl^ intAlkctuAl Aod lOfAradcurAj 
Asshonge. RsthAS fbsn petitioning ouasaIvas as cooenbuf oig mAw^rs of tbA 
best comm am cy aaJ Aw^rddjng cur uhicAsionAJ assJaavoas wit bio d>A cmnmiH 
nky conBcicusiiAAS, Admtkn AbrouJ ACtivifiAS tAnd to liogAS cn titt Acor^nuc 
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tf>d calcufd penplttry^ ol" oui bac comcbuiftkL Ai<lttOfh fbm te be«fi 
i auch*velcMMJ political abift cowud €fnpiopiJif nacivt t^ulcy tfkl acaff 
crai lew ihw wbo m ^culrufml tiM sfiU rmuos fb^ tran^mnt 
njoMceM CO Aiwnci ataiiiwlacfprojramffijAjt, cfan at cba ttpmed^lmt 
cuftw atiAdwb of cjoaliry. (n a m bare See divmirv d" parapective tfkl 
but iA&w oo social laacoo tot aiffiibriQC Po( ifucance^ Iccai t^ulcy 
m biraJ liv theu esfimaa hit a/t aubae^umly miMl ao <Uiw 

CDufiaa abac alhn to a US^cylc cotiaae apUahia tto eaquM OKMdoR^ 
able &cu(fy mastoA to calculate ^r^lea baaed cai claaa pmcipotion^ attetsdiCK^ 
aod an^ oumbef cfaaaaaacMtf ^tiviUM^ aKlikbi^ mu^tefm€cama« faai papers^ 
aeflamoo journals ate. Tt^itknal modek^indepefukcie iaaania^ aae dbcaaded 
4bt moee AAefiCW-cemric poitgogtei o ( depaMm kanun^ 1 a audi titt 
wa^ bomeatay lamibea aae publicly aou^ht Sea titt (t/r^iy auppon ai>J Auatucaig 
(1^ peovuk, but aae dean re^olaceJ to be CMfa blu poid laakUoada^ aaquiaaig 

praviJa a room vub cenaui peoviaiotu aj>d at two CMla a^h day. 

By hovatifi^ oa the acoo^jc aid cultural pafipbeey of oua hoacc^moAK 
titi, M aae lA tffoct rfanspMDeiA^ a AucrocotAt of AA>er»cafi Aiaoaj^A^ecit aAd 
^AuAutaaciOA. And adiile wa cetcaicJy eapouaa mpacc kt tba people^ places 
aod calftttea tbat boat oa^ ooa appao^has are not always lading to tba davalo^ 
A>ent (nia racipaocicy lO aducb tbe Iccal coamoauty la can real co our viabil^ 
icy afkl beAeractora ^ cut aucceas Tba Ns k taoets ol" Sci:^ Bxchaciga Tbaory 
wcai kl suggest that ouf boat comm UAiuas are aoea likely to paaacipato&illy lo 
aoch eachafi^ if they bdiava that titty will anjoy bectt6ra aothout iAcacriA( 
uoaccepeable coaia (Guraoy and Rutbet&fd^ 20O4X If l or a^ coAunoAicy 
perceives che berttfits cf boning lAtafnarxcAal atudane. iof ataAxpk^ cbey are 
lAclinad to be involved in tbe excIttA^ and abut endorse lutuae integration 
withio theif coAunoAicy* (Allen, HaStr^ and Perdue^ I993X Sicnply, tba 
auacainabiliey ttcAt admiicn abroad peoffamffiing lias in tba ability to 
provide opport unities for cair studanrs and those in tba Itttt culture to live ackl 
laam alOQgsida people &Adi&raoc cultures By iA\pc&iAg an AaaricaAttdw 
oocenttic^ colooial systeffi on tttt backs of out boat conunuAities and then to 
concern ourahres anth issues ol" (Otercultucal lotegratioci does (inlesoee than 
perpetuate notioos ofouf owo elitism^ power a^ domination 

Wofklfif with the ColwninI <ttidonl 

It is Widely ^cepeed thee ao edocatioci abroad aapenence can have a con-* 
sidarable lAtpact upon a acudaoc, pocaotielly truly transfarmetive lAtercuku^ 
ally and irwellectually. As divtnTcd earlier, the impact on tba boat conuBuniey 
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a bur caa x^ttitr^ b4 <Mwidmbk as Givao fb^ 

coffipituty untbkliAg vuhiA the bU of «Jocat)Mi abroad sj>d tha 
of fbe coloAJii Mudanc, vaf lous rwv asa a/iiifig chai canoca wily ba 

co whatamncdoaa dw<olociial aci^aAcaruat alimioai 
acara vhik abao^ in vh»ch appacfarura staMaiJa <i accapabla t^luvior ate 
friastfd, pfOfaUa>( tha srmkm int^aA a|3paMU t^luviofal (m4bf-all^ 1b Mttt 
auant doaa tha studm aaak auchantku^ io <ajfoaal a^^iaocaa ajkl 

how Joes tha aolooial s)wm anaUa or binJar This »<Cion W)U adebm 
naajKaa ^nvolvad in tha dajM to wlucb ataJacica ara motivaiad towaad 
paasutt{ maanici^^ intaacaJeoM kaao^n^ ai>d angaj^manc Coaactainaa that 
iimic d^is anga^nunc aj>d laauaa rabtad co paa<apt)ona c( auk will alao ba 
cuaaad Finally^ rv^tjaticig^M&ibibrv aikltha pursojf ofatdtuaal authantkicy 
(Of lack thareoAwiU ba deplored apcat^fnodatci par^activa 

Tivough difiaram and uwigwii aae aataotal alamants most any 
intarculcurai ai^atianca^ ooca^^ tha meat ^vanruroua studanc a compiataiy 
Mdy to jmama him/haraai/ wholly into tha hoac culcura Adjoarinj co a naw 
culcora cao t< a^^riaocad as unplaaaant^ avao ihraatarung to a^a attalants 
Vhan thaaxpatktKas aaoovafly chaJ)an^ng« acudaoaaaay r at taa t to tbaeolo* 
aaI varanda atkl doaa chamadvaa dT to hicura aneouneara with cuJtufaj 
aiKa <Cictoo« 200IX Mom acudaoca aaoA to aotnathiog tamiliaa around 
aomatb^nj to raa^nd titta ofhoaa, vhatbar )t is fsmilar boJ^^caaa to 
tha Intamae^ muMC and tal^cion, hoosiog smacutka or othar acudaots 
iarly Mcnng to tba oaw <u(cura Studanra m likdy bat tat abia co ao]oy tba 
a^parianca of <han^ and oovalcy only from a atronj baaa of hihihiurf, which 
anablas cham to 6aal awaira aooujth to an^oy ^ha Mranganaas of whai chay saa 
aKpanancing Batarancin^ lavab of touaism aoga^amant, Enk CoIm 0972) 
acaca&'chay wotiid lika toa:^atianca tbanovalcyofthatnacrt^nvitoomant of a 
Mranga placafrom tba sacunry ofa tkmiliaa aovironmanc * Vlth thjt m miod^ 
it IS taasooabla to ucdartcaod how coloojsl tcudaocs aaa daawn to pr o ^sms 
thatpaovida cham with fsmdar smanxtiat and tbacomibata of homa. Scudaots 
ara tbaidbaa ooc to mucb sboodenin^ tha EMndiar comibn sona ss titty sra 
traospoticig it abroad Tbacartain asetant^ rha colonial Modaot tt mora at aaaa 
obaarvir^ tba pocpla« pE^aa and cufeura from protactiva boundsaks without 
actually axpatiaiKiaf any discomfon Lika Coittn's touriac^ tha axpatktu of 
tha colonal studant combirtta a dagraa ^ novalry with a da^taa of fanulianty^ 
*tha aacoricy of old habits with tha asccitamant of ebanga* (Colttn^ ) 972L 
Htt aaianc to wheh a studanc a^onaocaa this CMMly dapa^ upon tba 
individud's o p o nn a s a to tba ankoowoa^ willin^rttas toao^a^ withdi£aram 
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C^Mn (1972) FufjCMS thit ih^re ii i CMUtf^oufn ^pcubk <tfnbfu<NM ol"nov« 
tlry afkJ timilMDC); from the lew aJveraaecus trmlet erfw u liepEy cce>6r^ to 
tkmJiif butbte to the ^vemofout erfto basely ihuM eetibijAed peo- 
XrwmiQ( ttd tor vhcen the cmJ ibe bmilttfiry iliAppeefi elmost comptettl)^ 
Id MKh f be else way Bemea't <kvel<^MAal Mdel oo n^noo to culrusl 
teteoc^ auppctfo <hii idea^Befu>erf, 199)) By ewtuAU^ thii pheMmeiui sore 
ckMiy, bow^et, ooe <lut elewkpidf ecU meet eti^enc^tbeuied 

meyi^ bnle to moc^m truknrs s viAt sseepoff t be veriAda h<i^<K# 
tbe pe^ke^^g cf theee ^tpenencei ifk eHecc allows thm to teke titt Eisilkricy cf 
d^ vera^ii with ihes. Vtw 0 <ntoi tee to a^koowledfe 11 1 te tti^kcie eee 
likely best served when they tee erubloJ oe ewfowend s weec s srep ouiside cf 
dM o^nlbtc ttoei or to wiitt s move towerd CMMf ereei ^ f^veky 

Eqojppicig ituderai vxth the eoeki skJb mcewey to break away and fbas 
teUticeuhips enthjn the hoac oulrw mey be a more eAective approach. Ai <olo* 
aaI srudeos do not eoticipate eACcasterii^ ietetcultoael dilbulty they ere 
Im prepared to bai>dle aaiocietaJ wtfh culcoral aJiwmecit Becauee 

titty have beeci told Cuauelly by other snideors) that cha vili be ait ideal, ^tocelly 
emaesoj'' expetiertte^ they are throem oiTgaard wheci theyetKoainter difkuity^ 
leading either to iittemal aelf^otibt ar>d uAcercajory or eecemel ji^^eoc ai>d 
evaiuiiion (usually oefative>c/tbe hose culture For esamfrie, rhe vatitt placed 
upoA friendship ar>d mtetpeesonal reletiooahjpe varttsaerM culcurea. Inhaapi^ 
i>eers( work, FmU^ PrtMe m fit tlfv/ad jtees Dean Bam* 
lu^ 097)) eaamioed the ioteracciona and pectema of comsuokation ameng 
Japanese and U S. Amerpcan umversicy sn^cio. His researdt highlif^bted tew 
titt chtns of topks and subtect areas indueoced tbe ioteracoone betw e en tbe 
two culcuree^ empteiun^ what tftty be appropriate vuh one ^Icure may be 
mrruaive acd proeented lor tbe ocher. By oivderetaodetf trieodehip oomu and 
acceptable putteeos ofsocial^tatioo. acudene are teeter etjojpped to pairaue cu^ 
tuaally appeopeaie acrategiee lor develcpicig meane^gfxil relatioosbipe wichin 
tItt hoac calcure Through on-going oneocatioo ttssions, lor example, stodeots 
cao beerKouraged seetet on the ^cepcablepetteeoaofsooaJjwjoci aodscer- 
peraooaJ relationship building within the culoire. OblivNW to such au^ 
] 0 mve cultural diAmma^ students may otherwise 6cd themselves ret sealing 
b^k to ite veranda, onmonvated and deflated 

Even Coheah meet ^venturous cravder encounters barriers or conatraioes 
when rryasg s engage direcely with tbe new colrure(Cohea, 1972) Inwidkioo 
to titt conetnceioQS impcaoJ by the oJtunon abroad program scructure di^ 
cussed earittr. sttaleocs sum tMuanrIy overcome an array <i pnraonal constraints^ 





$ucb as jnadaquaca U^guaga Ualh^ cima Uttatuiots, SAd gaA^ atp«> 
caiiOQS aad S6 oft Not kAOwinjt the laAguaga, lor axaffipte^ makes temiAg 
^uaintaAces aod travaliaf on one's owoso<li£kui< char some soklecica make 
on I ^ small attempts Bvervvorse, the absence of any genojAe connection leevaa 
titt snklecica without a real feeling &e the caJruae or people. Vith nearly y09t 
of all studene now studying abroad on programs cf leas than eight weeks in 
Jaraiion (IfE, 2005L there is simply least^spoetunxry lor unsrructaaedand sa^ 
tajned engagemeoc outside of the program. As caltaeally^aaed eipec cations 
of race and gender vary, asaaliy loaded with stereoeypea aed fabe atcnborioas^ 
male and £sn^ students soon realise that they have difierent loro^ ofcuh 
tural acceasibibry Students are visible outsiders of the host culture cnay 
encounter diflenng degrees of acceptance, from eacepcional privilege to out« 
right discrimineuon For eaample. a mor^hogoai Asiao^American studying 
in Japan n^y irutially be ei^ected to speak Japanese appearance aiul a 

bilingual Buropcao^ American scudeot may 6od frw locals comfortable using 
the language with him/lttr The Asan^American student may be considered 
rtfdeor igooracit when not responding approprately as>d the EuropMi^AmesK 
cae. regardless of true bngu6tic skills as>d ability, may always treated as a 
newly^mved tousiat. 

Moee importam to this dncussicn on tbe conatraioes to interculruraJ 
engagemeot. boweveo is tbe degree to which students are re^y or rwutt 
enough for the inteeoetiooal etpetieiM Bducation abroad students trying to 
live and sn^y in cuiodes ocher than tbeis own are hope6iUy chaJlengftl to 
ufiderscandandcope Si^Mskilly widsdillerence Vhen students are dsal(er\ged 
slightly beyond tbeis coalort anoea a^ are ynmcked, the results can be 
traoafbsffiative. Howevet iacad with too much ccmpleuty too sooo. d>ey may 
&li bask on superficial or srereocypacal incetpretanonr^ or daaaan t^ 

*otbe^ as irrelevant lasigruficant^ or defer to authorities who tell them sihat 
to think(Juraaehc I995X For this rraeon. it is important that students are sup-* 
ported in making infotn^d decisions about s4>ere, what and when they waot to 
study abroad. For example, a studerw with a low tderam tor ambiguiry^ or om 
who baccenrs overly lO uoacr^tnJ or ambiguous situaticns, is likely il^ 

u red tor semi-^truct used ^eapvrisntiaUeami eg prog rams CGundykurwt. 1991) 
A student that demoosrraies cognitive firtibility ^ uopen to new information 
and multiple perspectives may be ideally suited tor lotemationai irwemship 
e^«riences<GundylQins<^ 199 IX (n general^ if a scukrv's skills, knosAedgeand 
attftuleai^uate snth evident challenges^ then it u far more likety ha^she wiU be 
motivaiad to pursi^ lOtercultural laaming aivl ins deterred by perceived riak 
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Ir ii lapomfu to add Me that iddividaal uu4efitt app^^h new ince^ 
oilcofal etpefieocea a«ofdinj c& d>ei( petcepcion nf iht rcka involved^ aj>d 
fhat whe<h pttcaived aa tiiky of uAdnirabla mcMly defefkk on values 
aiad paelMncea (Bencu 1992^ Wich greater f^d^ariry wich fhe <td<afai 
contexts ankUciea m betcaf able co <alibfaca fheif ic^vidoai |udgn>enta ajkl 
proceed well lAfermed Tbe uciortuoafe inany lohareoe in ediKacioo abroad is 
fhetiAsread of dispelling mytikiCfUst percepiooa ol^sisk^ we may^fualiy be 
perpetuating tbem Ai the 6dd becotrves mote irutuuMonaliaed and standarc^ 
ised« cJ>esrroe$erthe barrier between the acodent and titt boat culture becomes 
The heightened liagieoaom ^ U S society anJ the cormponding emphasis 
on risk n^agemerv by education abroad proleasionah appears to be having an 
adverse imp^ oe ctUtural programffiing. Poreiampie^ wheo peogram leaders 
are instructed to make special group travel arrangements ratittr than um pu^ 
Lc tranapoecaoon or to avoid ctdturally appeopeaie ^tivinra that eipose sc^ 
dents to alcobol consumption, all wirb the ratiooaja <i reducing institutiooai 
liability, we do in laccpeotact our institutions but regrettably send an implicit 
message of warning to cair students. Individuals learn to perceive tbe woeld 
through p^Keptual lenses tlut are filtered by their owo social and ctiitural 
b^kgrounds, and as such edticauon abroad's inriste^e on mininurieg nsk 
may beeiacerbaung tbeir reli^tance ro engage with the unkr^wn. 

FioaJly^ woakjng efiKtivtly with coionul srudeots rw^uires ao unJerstaikl^ 
ing of the social and eetnpoeal sp^e in whsch our students eogage the local 
culture Pratt's 0992) concept of tbe "contact sone'' has bean primarily 
to rrfsr to the sp^e of etcotintes bat ie^ itself ideally to IwAering 

our undetstanJing <i titt nafure of student inter^tions within an edition 
abroad settiog According to Pratt U992X cont^t sooe rtf e ts to "t^ space in 
which peoples geographically at^ historically separated c^m iotocoot^t with 
each other and establish 00 going relatioos * She geos oo to say that these social 
spaces are "ok en in highly asymmetrical relatioos of tbrninaiion and suboedin^ 
tioo"" (?tatt« 1992) Ofigirully concerned with the rebuonship ^ colcniaet to 
cdoniaad^ Prett's contact sene suggests an asymntttrical teiauonsh^ between 
tlttcolcnAl student aod the host oative^whj A is similarly cdored with iMions 
ofelitisffi afid consumption, lo essence^ colonial sciklents are boccming tbecr^ 
ators and proprietors of their own cultural eaperiemces Titty are able to enter 
a tttw culture as consumer and proceed to linget wichiti its pleasure peripheiy 
interactiog only as needed and ^ten in ao cbiective and dieceocared manoea 

Tius concept of the coet^t eone has impoetaot implications education 
abroad program admmistraiion For example, by going to considerable eflbec 
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fo Bttc Kht cxp^c^ooQi cf itmt sfaikiws^ np^uJiy wlwfi 

recjujM ^]UMicig Mud^cti isi uxh t wty thtr fh« outuiM wofks 

coACfary to iCMKuitufd wt miy lo ttbct te ptr^ca^if^ tht 

isymMtrxcd is> Pate's <ootaf t£M, ot at cbe wy Imc ba 

teeing aA jAhmne^vjsioci baewan titt coional atudm ai>d the Ime nativt 
FatcJmffioa^ to vhat etmse don <OAU£t tooo actually bmit stvlnst 
OKpcaua only to tha Irooe auf^s of d>a hoac oukufa^ put mem t^mply^ ca 
having a diSttant atpofinK^tnough^oc abotiid Moncoairaga auchanoexey? 

According CO MaCafuvrtJ (i973> ttavdafsata motivatod by ackum 
fo authantk ctpmancas THvdas cty^ of ara at Intt aoaouragod^ to anar 
%atk aagicau" cf rt>a plyta d>ay viaic t^auaa^ at HacOomll (t973) acatas^ 
*tbaa ftfiOfis am aaaoeiatad «)tb iAcimacy cf talaticAt aod authancieicy of 
CKpatiancaa * Applkd to aducatioci <1^ back ra^knt am the eppoaua 

cf cha ftctx ataga wbara aci^cta at>d boaaa typcalty xAcarace bam^ m* 
tauraAtt^ hoacaU, acc X Tf^ back mgioa it typically ckaad to tcudanca; a eba 
pt^a craatad wham tha hotca mtmae from tha cf caita^dara at>d wlvm 
thay engage in tmJetJMai act^viemaAd mcmauthaccic comAuajcancnacyks 
VhiU aducatioci abtoaJ progfamt cocKaivabty have gtaater access to activiuaa 
that am ordinatdy <lMd to ourtidars <i a bald tny&, hemestay placements^ 
aefvice leamuAg projaert^ acc X MacOncall't <19^3) afgumacc tuggasts that 
ji cadet fee ootsiders tc aocctuscar autlwccic a^etiaacas^ tlwy caoJ to gat 
away Am rhe majn toatwt vanan of Aent acagae wittmocly 
cccuti. Tbit it adiAciiU fer^ at Bocastin (19^1) atguas, cmvaiart mtually 
piMom ic *paeudc events* ct aupetficiaIFy connived evyorieccae (Umy^ 
2002X He cenrendt that aucb a:qtet»ences mtually raxAlorce tba bubble by 
comibatably latolat^ng tha cmvalar £ccm the acrangacets of the boat acvirotw 
ment (Bcoettin, 1961) 

Altittugb HacCanned and Bcoastm am cctnmad antb yeeudo^venta and 
staged autittntioty, yttt^mcdem&ttoc che otlvt hatvJ am not cooceaned abMXit 
autheociCicy m <1^ leatt fReismget and Stainaa, 2006X Pcst^moJeandts atgue 
^Ka> autittntioty o maaiunglest atvJ notaccncamke cocky^ rtavekrt kmilariy, 
Co^nU993>tcates chat pcac^n^datn cravalats aaa fMcocceeoedwith autlunMC 
a^enetns so Icng at they enjcy themteCvas. Having putchaaed ac asfparienca^ 
tba post-modern travelat a ttfny^y spending and it nee necea&atityatnvicg to be 
tba bttva a^loaaraad irqokitiva saekat cf authentic oiltural es^tiencea 

In kcc, tha post-CBcdafrutcs might vary wall ccttiude that coneampueaiy 
oJtuncn abeo^ ttudenrs am not xn kcc cclocuaJ students at all^ tut caiher am 
ifminu wbc unJetstand all tco well that tba seatcb lor authenticity 
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of nilcunl 4f\f;Mgmeni a gwtMllf a dubious proposmon dtt njtufe of 
M oducufOA absood MpOMica Titt gtoba is a&ttfa on wbkh titt post* 
moiktci student cai> fsvH^ movinj^ u will Aom mm co mm Abuodai^tiy 
awM that OM cannot avoid bdn^ an "otuudas* oo cnattas how hard one tfiaa, 
titt sa&oluMly MliStiC, post^oodam studs n< ^l^yaasuMS tha sda Tlw post* 
modm scudsnr tKogfkMi dsai haUsa is jusc aoodwr consunvf of cha aducaoon 
abroad atpananca vbara nothing is autlttooc Fran eba post^Miam scudant 
^{aaa« dra>bng with beat sci^ancs io a baa lose may t< tha aaaiM &tA of cosw 
c^f <ltty<afianjoyabiy^<mootlttirowci. Purtharmota^ tb^pos(*fnodasn 
stud ant ma^ coodtak dsac tb^ adi^asioci abfOKl industry's tisiof iA&isceocaon 
incarcuituaai intagrasioo iS nothing n>caa than a damoststratioci cfourown<ol^ 
aaI gala chat pE^as greatas vaiut on tha traditional, tha cbisic aikJ tlttai^ci^ 
canon of eba *octn" Iba p>st*n^4km sn^oc can 6^ ju&t as in care ting tba 
crass and cruda as ha^sha doas tba ct^xtioosl bigb arts and cuitura 

Vhttbat eba pussuic <£ autbanticity howavar dadood^ is sougbc or aban* 
dooad^ ic IS impoatsne to acLnowladga that an ara of pascwnodatnism has 
impcatinc and inavicaUa implicatioos on contamporary aducatioci abaoej 
practicas At a ciaa dusiog wheh stuJant JaMod is much mora voUtila and 
ifftciic, corsaspoodiog to a rapid atpoosioci in anrollmaot^ dMioatioos^ p<^ 
graffi thamas^ scudaot sa^icas^ and so on^ a coocaraad aapioratioci cf tt^ diHa^ 
ane Ibms of inttrculcusal aogagamant^ witb an affipbssis on {^aytxitoaas and 
vaaiaay^ is baconung all ccocsitical. 

Cwnalualon 

1 tha staady stsaam of colonial familiascfdacade pust travabog tothair 
country's ilomicuons abroeJ^contamporafyaducation abroad studane arasinsK 
iar pussangm on a pM^warful sceamsh^ bound &a lands <d naw sounds^ ^Sbts 
and wondats Altbougb thair studie may bachallaogicig and damanJing^ sc^ 
dants asa ad^iUratad with tbougbts of oaw opponunitie that await d>am; 
aitaf all, thay'va baan told to aipace an atparianca of a lil^ima Tlwy asa yearn-* 
ing lor aicitamaot^ to travel tha world and to a^^riaoca naw doings Many 
ara in saarcb of naw knowladga that will icibrs tbair scudie^ oaw skJb that 
viK anabla thoffi entry intodasisabba pr^ssions^ and new atcirude will 
chaJienga rbair linuaad p a rspa: nvas of tba world Soma will bacoma compatane 
speakers of foreign language^ devakp dosa and saaoingfol ties with peo{da 
ft^ cultures other than rbair own and still otlvrs will pursue scholarly initio 
tivas in saasch of new knowledge. Howavat there ase others who are simply 
enfoyiog a modaro Grand Ibur and are noc necaa&anly striving to be the brave 
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fe^lomaiid i&qui&U)ve wker^Mv<ulcurti TbM sfi^kiws m 

u cnA&iACics id iMrid thit hts some hov alio rded them diisax^^ 
tiooai pfivile^^aAd te vho&aucidf oo d>e coional vmAda, 
waicb^n^ d>eir bosf coIcum i& aceiocu c&<OA'A(cabla aj>d nacurai 

If eeliKai ioci abroad 6 atmc bdpiJi( snidmca to iaam mv wayi ol" rhink^ 
lAg aikl CO become moet compleK^ ictcmuieufally competes j^ividuala, )C la 
oocdnirabla lor seudmte <0 remain comiWcably eicoaied OA cJ>evaraj>da EJ^ 
caoon abroad peograma ahoukl Mka ic jmposajble lof aruJenes co avoid direct 
aod meeciingl^l <on<^ with the boat cuirure, <o learn vxeh and from d>em^ 
<0 evploee ne« valaea^ aasuffipuona aad Aa ineemationaj edvcaicea^ 

we nor witb siffipt^ axposidf artfdentr to JiAetem expecK 

encea. Rirher we abotiid ta atiafied only when oof tnideoo are edga^oJ aikl 
monvaeed to ptime expetiencaa that lead to tranilbrmaicve pemuj growth 
The edacarion abro^ 6eld moat peo^tivel^ navigate thjt ttaamthf ^ leatW 
mg atiaknrs in the ditectiod rhet aoeivetaa them to want to atep oaeaide of 
rittircoalbrr sooea Tbua, out role a to ondmtaiKlafkl aJdtesathe conatraidta 
m out programming or tcudedts' perceprioat of riak thee prevent them £rom 
doidg aa We ahoakl ooc aJiow the ^ an emetging cdorual ttodent 

to dictate titt creation of a colonial ay team abroad or put aiaply, to cranspMM 
an American bubble, complete with its comp let myriad of eipecceriona^ to 
Ibeeign toil Oeherwiae, we make it poatiUe fee tci^dta to tcey on the verande^ 
viewidg rhe culture and naiivea from the condbrtable poaition <d the peivileged 
elite oe timid obteMr If chete muat be e vetande withio education abroad^ it 
thould not be the ptatibrm from which e^eriencea are gained^ buc rather cbe 
p^t tot attfdenrt to teflecc upon their expetiencet aad toembr^e the expaiv 
tive vietac^the new culture 
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A pp^ntf I » 

Ir ii very <li£kuk to rarb the <oum c( e<liKa<ioci 

ibroed c^etience wuh icibm^ioci thet <lwy w wly re^y ro ej>d 

4igM Tbe fdiowicig is t Utttt tD cokioisl sruikrws thet with inecia^ 
<ioft«spea6c edjfin^ end gc<pd omiof could be diiiribowd co icudeocs with 
the goei of supporting their mterculcurel ieeroiog end ediuemenc 

Door Studerst 

Wo hop« your semHtor b going woll ond thot you ro hoving o 
revivdlng. edocotionot ond onjoy^lo tiino abrood. We look fomvard 
to hooriog about your 

J A as we assisted you wrth yoiF preparations to study abroad we'd like 
now to uc)port you irs making thrs one of the rrvost rrwarv>gful and unfor« 
gettsbie axpenerKas of your Irfa. Mow that the semester is well urxlerway 
you're probably settling irrto your dassas» have made some new fnenchhips 
and have gotten out a bit to explore the tommairty. It woukki^t be u^i&ial 
atthH pcirrt to have had inrtiaifnstrations and early dsallenges, too. 

WeNe put together what we consider our top ten tips for makk>g the 
most of yoia education abn>ad axpener>ce. Take a few mviutes to look <wer 
thH let as we the^kyoull find rt helpful and maybe even a bit amusing. Of 
course we i#iderstand that eadi program is different and that you eadi have 
your individual goafs for this expenerKe abroad. But srefully consider how 
thH adrice might apply to your sloiation ar>d maybe even further enr">^ your 
remaining tane abroad It will be over before you knew IQ 

MAKE AHtDO* Many sojderrts tel when they return to campus that 
makir>g friends with host nalicnabwas not easy to do. In fact* many report 
that they setply ddn't make even one local friend wfth whom they plan to 
stay in co n tact with. Some sojderrts h^e even gone so far as to say that *they^ 
did rsot warrt to make fnersds with * Please keep ei mind that sodalizsiicn 

patterns a re drfferemacce culture and the way one gee about developirsg 
and nurtieir>g a fnersddip on be qurte {Afferent from here at home.lf yoi/re 
havirsg tiouble makk>g local fnends, think about the intercuHiaal nuarKes 
in yoca approad^ {HIMT: Before you leaMe be sure fo wm do^ new 
friends* contact /rTfbrmatron and oof /csi theF emai7 MdressesO 
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Til Ifirtfnfa ^ili^ i/Viih, l^ir^l 


WRin ONB sroirr; at LBABT 0t& Usvig Uogs* p«rmid pagn 
ard diat fwmhdVQ become cofnmor wttti adu^tior abroad participant 
Buthava you corsidarad writing a narrativaabcift one mamorabla aocoisi^ 
tac anavarttbat^ncbcutasan ^AKal* mcn^art, and submitting rt, along 
witb a pl>oto Of two^ for publi^tion? Thara ara numaroic qualrty pi^ 
Ikations now for edixjtion abroad rtudants, sud^ as Transrtrons Abroad 
GJrmpra and Abroad Vfaw By wntjng about day-to-day obaarvatiom you 
can daapan your isidafrtar>dir>g of ttia urxlar1yir>g cultural systam that givas 
sansa to thcsa avants. Go abaad^ gat piMishadl (HINT: Ma^ apronim to 
>oo/a€//nct tospa/xfmora chan onaboi^a day onamaAO 

TRAVIL MT NOT EVOtY WBBKEND* Go on. a;«lora ttia araa. saa 
the sights* try nawttiir>^l But don't forgat svhyyou cboaa to study abroad 
wh ara you dkJ Get to know tha paopla in your test communrty. How do 
they structure ther Ihras? Wtiat conwrts ara ttiay facir>g 7 What makas 
them happy? Saak to intarect wrth those you would normally rwt n>eat* 
such as ttia senior population, nonprofit groups* minorrty populations* 
ate And truthfully, wouhttit It ba far cheaper ar>d aasiar to travel as a 
badcpackar lataron? (HIMT: ^brtKipatam at Mst ona vobjncaeracf/Ffty ^ 
the communrfy svhatbar as a cr»trn)e on^ or f^curTing acth^'QO 

BREAK AWAY BROfM TW FLOCK* The *US ghetto.* *flodc* or tha 
*Or>e hurxttad lagged Amancan* ara all metaphors regularly applied to 
U.S. rtj dents abroad these days* as students move about ai groups* saerrw 
ir>gly of one body wrth muH^e legs Are you finding rt hard to breakaway 
and form relatior^ttiips within the hostcultiFa? Ara you getting caught up 
in gripe sessiorts that foac on whafs wrong with tha host culture? It is not 
easy to break away from the safety of the group* but give it a whirl., .you^ll 
ba glad you did (HINT. Oon'r fn^gntfy ttia problem Gnpe sassrons should 
beyond mrnutas/) 

liVB UKB A LOCAL STUDENT* Students often inform us that they 
sperrt more rrwnay during their fast month abroad than for the rest of the 
serr>estar CO m b ai ad I After tha genera I airpanse of settling in* studerrts laam 
with time and experience how to liva like local studerrts. Shoppaig. eating 
and sodaliaing with local students is surely the bast way to control costs 
and as an added bonis you1l get to see and do things that you'd never 
have access to as a toiaist As the adage goes, avoid having an *Afr>erican 
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€xp9fitrK«^ in the vicinity of locel events (Hl^fT: Jo/o e loc9l stud^rrt chb 
Of eciATfy Md ^hdt witft H tJyfoogt^ the end of the reme^ter) 

SHOW AFMEGATIM ACROSS CUUUUL Leavtig e gretuft^. send- 
ing e thank you card or offering a krd word are all typkel ways to ogress 
our appreciation here in the United States Showing appreciation m a dif- 
fererrt culture might require a new approad^ In scrrve cultures* for e^mple, 
gift giyir>g b ^ery importam How do people where you're studying show 
their appreciation? Usmg the language appropriately observing sodetal 
norm arwi expectstiorv* and following establidied protocols can demon- 
strate your appredatiorv (HIHT: Gusroom based mstrucfon ^ an effecfrve 
method to feammg the language but it a onfy ONC method. TUe ad^en- 
tage of afl the ether w^ytyoo can team and practice the language ) 

INVOLVE YOUR PARRNTS RUT DONT RBLV ON TWM 1buS« 
jumped over many hurdles to be where you are now; irKluding sorting 
throu^ pies of pre-departiae paperwork* mamtaining good grades, and 
careful asdemic planning If you're like most studerrts* you're family has 
been very irrvolved and helpful to you throughout this process. Oif advice 
to you now is to view your family as advisors, merrtors* or cortsultants but 
refrain from ising them as assbtarrts* seaetaries ortroiA)le shooters How 
do local students seek S4)pcrt? (HIHT: txpiofw the ^/adm)urces chat are 
ava/^abla fo >t>u obfo^d and be sura to understand and fo0ow cha apprt^ 
pn&to protocol for handling new d>aflenges ) 

CMJURS SHOOC IS NOT SAD* Adjusting to a new aiHiae vtsmiy 
has rts emotional upsarwi dowrts. ftemember yoir first weeks abroad when 
everything sw new; exerting* different and fascir^ng? After a while* It 
become diffioilt to asimilate to the new ciiture maybe even drfftcult 
to Ijiow what s appropriate and what is not. Worfcirtg through these d^l- 
lertges means that you are movr>g away from be^ a toint toward havirtg 
more maamngfiJ engagement with the oilture As difficult as H car be. this 
is a time for you to consUer yoiF ovm >^lues* assumptions and beliefs arwi 
to explore how they are beaig d^allenged by your new experiences Keep in 
mind that adjustment depends largely on the indlvIduaL degree of aittural 
dlff^srKe (and pertepdortsof sanilanty) arsd other srtuatior^l factors. (HIHT 
find a ctrlfurai mfVmn a toca/personthaf can befeiyoumaike sense of the 
new tulfure and the many ambigtxM er>CDurF(erT>ou'iif expenence ) 
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TAKE IHt eULTVM AS SMJKCT Of ACADEMIC STUDY* TravtU 
if>g, toarr>ir>g the kxel lar>gudQe« and p<jrAjir^ o Jtskje social imeresU in 
jMSt som of the rrury cjr^ enjoy y<Hjr time abroad But keep m 

mind that yofat academic comes are abc a great way to pm je in^iepth 
knowledge of your host cuHure become a vecialirc in some area of the 
culture I DorYt be satbfied by wrftirvg a paper on the contemporary polrtks 
of the p lace where you 're rtudyir>g and r>ot interview a local polrtkian^ for 
example. If you're takaig a regional economiocome. beruretovHrt one 
ortwo local businesaes, a corporation and a rKXi^roftt organization. If )OU 
have the opportunity don't mis$ out on rtudylr^ alor^side local students 
by enrollir^ drectly in a IoqI institution. {HIKT: Tfmking iboi/t graduate 
schoot or poiS4tly fwujfrvng to reg/on of Che ^somd to puoue your 
career goa^? MTsac can you do now to make sure that happens^ 

UECVOUH THIRD EYl Qurte often the most intportantthngsyou rtttd 
to krKXiV about a cuHm. rto one ever tels yoa Through time, experlervre 
and keen observation, however you'll begin to dbcoverthe ciitural knowU 
edge Mople are usir>g to organize their behanor. VMiat values, attitudes irtd 
assumptions irrfofm that behavior? Try to diKOver the worldviene of those 
in the host ojiture by putting aside )Our own predetermined notions of the 
way the world b or should b& Challenge yoir definrtiore of docrininaticn 
and prefudice. What significance do these issues ha^ for those in the host 
culuae? (HINT: fie fTfindM of hew your me re prewKe as an outsider may 
impact your erKoonterr and mterpretadon of egsenencei) 

And there you have itl Again, we hope that you have as profound and 
enjoyable oqierierKe abroad as possible We hope that you will not for« 
get the exceptional good forbjne which enables you to have the support, 
resoiaces, and opportunrty for such anexperiena atthbstage of your IHe 
And we hope that when the semester comes to a dose, your aitemational 
hosts will be able to sayabcxrt you, *this wasa good yoiaig perscxi. We're 
glad to have had this experience!* 


Sincerely, 


Educaticxi Abroad Office 



